Dear

As you may know, the deadline for seniors to enroll in Medicare Part D is quickly approaching. The initial sign-up period for Medicare’s new, voluntary prescription drug program ends May 15, 2006. Seniors who do not sign up by that time face increased premiums and will have to wait until November to enroll. 

Medicare Part D is already saving seniors hundreds of dollars each month on the medications they need to stay well. As a physician, I know access to the right prescription drugs is a bedrock of good health for our seniors, and I’m relieved comprehensive coverage is now readily available. 

Since coming to Congress, I’ve been working to educate and enroll seniors in Medicare Part D. Your church does inspired work on behalf of our seniors, so I’m enlisting your support in this important endeavor.

My office is here as a resource for seniors and caretakers in your congregation who have questions about Medicare Part D or need assistance enrolling.  Seniors can call my office for personalized help: Marietta (770) 429-1776 or Rome (706) 290-1776.
I would also like to direct you to two very helpful resources provided by Medicare:

Seniors and caretakers can call 1-800-MEDICARE 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  A trained professional will provide personalized help choosing and enrolling in a plan. 

Seniors and caretakers can also visit www.Medicare.gov, where they can access information about Part D and use an on-line comparison tool to examine the different plans available. 


Here is the information seniors will need to choose the plan best suited to their individual prescription drug needs: 

· A list of the prescription drugs the senior is currently taking, including names and doses. 

· Information about any prescription drug coverage the senior may currently have, be it employer or union sponsored or a Medigap policy.
· The name and address of the local pharmacy the senior uses to fill prescriptions.
· The out-of-pocket amount the senior spends on prescription drugs each year.
· The senior’s Medicare enrollment information.
Please note that extra help is available for low-income seniors: those with individual resources of less than $11,500 or married resources of less than $23,000 a year.  For these seniors, plans will have no deductible, and co-pays will be around $4.

I have included with this letter a flyer that you can reproduce, post and distribute. I’ve also included information that can be used in newsletters and other forms of communication. 

Medicare Part D is already delivering prescription drug savings to nearly 670,000 seniors in the state of Georgia.  In fact, one woman from Polk County saw her monthly drug bill drop from $1,000 a month to only $27.  Another couple from Cobb County saved enough on their first prescription to pay for two months of premiums. 

As the May 15 deadline approaches, I hope you’ll help me ensure that every senior in our community has the education and opportunity to sign up and start saving.

Thank you for your assistance, and for all you do in service of our seniors. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Gingrey, M.D.

Member of Congress

11th District of Georgia

Thinking about enrolling in

Medicare Part D

the new Prescription Drug benefit for Seniors?

The initial enrollment period ends 

May 15, 2006

Sign up now to avoid higher premiums

· All seniors are eligible for coverage
· Medicare Part D is voluntary - you must choose to enroll
If you have questions or need assistance:
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**Have your Medicare and current prescription drug information available when calling or going on-line**

For use in Newsletters and other publications:

Seniors can sign up now for Medicare Part D, the voluntary prescription drug benefit under Medicare. The initial enrollment period ends May 15, 2006, so seniors should sign up as soon as possible to avoid higher premiums. Prescription drugs are an important way seniors can manage illness and stay healthy.  60% of Georgia’s seniors have already enrolled in a prescription drug plan, and these seniors are saving an average of $1,100 a year on their medication.  In fact, one woman from Polk County saw her monthly drug bill drop from $1,040 a month to only $27.  For more information about Medicare prescription drug coverage or for help enrolling, seniors can call U.S. Congressman Phil Gingrey’s office at (770) 429-1776 or Medicare at 1-800-MEDICARE.  

( Call Congressman Phil Gingrey’s office:


Marietta: (770) 429-1776


Rome: (706) 290-1775


Carrollton: (770) 836-8130





( Call Medicare at 1-800-MEDICARE


          24 hours a day, 7 days a week





( Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.Medicare.gov" ��www.Medicare.gov�








