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CONGRESSMAN KINGSTON ANNOUNCES $125,000 FOR BRYAN COUNTY DRUG FREE COMMUNITY COALITION EFFORTS

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Jack Kingston (R/GA-01) announced today that the Bryan County Board of Commissioners will receive a Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Federal grant of $124,982 for the Bryan County Drug Free Coalition.  The Bryan County coalition, one of only 199 new grant recipients across the country, works to prevent and reduce drug and alcohol abuse among youth.

“Efforts to keep our youth drug-free are critical to healthy communities in the Pembroke and Richmond Hill areas.” Congressman Kingston said.  “The Drug-Free Communities program recognizes the great potential of the Bryan County Drug Free Coalition to save kids’ lives.  This new funding will allow them to mobilize and organize their community in an effort to prevent and reduce substance abuse.”

John Walters, Director of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) and President Bush’s “Drug Czar” said, “Today, 860,000 fewer youths are using drugs than in 2001.  Together, as a nation, we have made significant progress in our efforts against substance abuse.  Coalitions like the Bryan County Drug Free Coalition are important partners in pushing back against the harms of drug use.”

The DFC program provides grants of up to $625,000 over five years to community organizations that facilitate citizen participation in local drug prevention efforts.  The 199 new grantees were selected from 419 applicants through a competitive peer review process.  To qualify for matching grants, all awardees must have at least a six month history of working together on substance abuse prevention initiatives, develop a long term plan to reduce substance abuse, and participate in a national evaluation of the Drug-Free Communities program.  

In December of 2006, Congress passed and the President signed into aw, a five-year extension of the Drug-Free Communities Act.  Since 1997, 11 competitions have awarded over $560 million in grants to more than 1,000 community anti-drug coalitions.  ONDCP administers the DFC program.
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